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requirement in a Section of an Act is not to be set aside on
account either of the title of the Act, or of any heading to
such section. And the Local Government Board have, in one
case at least, advised in a sense contrary to the magistrate’s
decision. Their advice was that " cholera" being under the
Statute a notifiable disease the addition of any such adjective
as "English" or "nostras," &c., to the word cholera, did not
suffice to eliminate the disease from the operation of the
section. The truth is that the Act already needs amending
in several particulars, and it will probably be found ex-

pedient some day to be more precise as to what form of
cholera is intended to be brought within the operation of
the statute for the purposes of notification.

CARBOLIC ACID POISONING.

IN the last issue of THE LANCET we published and com-
mented upon a series of deaths from carbolic acid poison-
ing, and we also drew attention to the want of some

means of checking the unrestricted sale of the poison
and to the necessity of further safeguards against acci-
dent with the same. We went even so far as to say
that unless precautionary measures were taken additional
statistics of deaths from phenol would be forthcoming.
Since that notice our prediction has been verified.
On Sept. 24th Mr. A. Braxton Hicks held an inquiry
at Battersea upon the body of Annie Gambie, aged
twenty-five, the wife of a police-constable. The deceased
woman had taken her life by swallowing carbolic acid.
The jury added to their verdict, "Suicide whilst tem-

porarily insane," the rider that " Carbolic acid sold by
grocers and chemists should be in blue fluted bottles and

labeled very distinctly Poison.’" We entirely concur

with the spirit of this recommendation, but would again
suggest that additional security against accident would be
obtained if some special indicator, such as a bell, were

attached to the bottle. Of course, such precaution would
not act as a deterrent against suicide. It then becomes

a question as to how best to lessen the growing
tendency for would-be suicides to resort to this method

of compassing their own deaths. We fear that, since

carbolic acid has been so universally accepted as a general
disinfectant, it would be difficult to do more by legal enact-
ment than to include it in the schedule of poisons. But as a

check against suicide it is possible to go further by making
it widely known how horribly painful is the suffering likely
to be endured from swallowing the acid. In the first place,
it acts as a powerful caustic upon the skin and mucous mem-
branes with which it may be brought in contact, and causes
as much pain as if the part had been burnt with a hot iron.
Again, its effect on the respiratory tract is to induce at once
a condition of acute suffocation. Should the individual
survive the immediate irritant and toxic operations of the
acid he will for an indefinite time be subjected to intolerable
agony from the remote results induced by the escharotic upon
the coats of the stomach. In addition to the precautionary
steps before mentioned we would advocate that it would be
well to have printed in large type on the label of each bottle a
resumc of what we have just cited as the prominent symptoms
of carbolic acid poisoning. 

--

THE SPREAD OF DIPHTHERIA IN SCHOOLS.

THAT elementary day schools often form maln centres

for the spread of contagious disease is well recognised.
There is hardly a large town in the kingdom in which the
sanitary authority is not kept in touch with the school board
for the purpose of notifying illness of scholars or of warning
the schools of the presence of such illness in the homes whence

they come. In times of epidemic such inter-oommunication
between these public functionaries has often proved of much
value; but, as has been so forcibly urged, the insidious manner

in which one, at least, of these diseases spreads, must make
it difficult to check its diffusion through a school corn

munity. Diphtheria may be propagated from the mildest case,
and a child suffering from it in this form may be allowed

unwittingly to attend school and be the means of infecting
his or her companions. One way in which such infection

may take place was mentioned by a correspondent in

the Times of Monday last. He referred to the use of slates

and the common practice which children have of erasing
the pencil marks upon it. He mentioned the plan he
pursues to obviate such risks as must undoubtedly be
run in the transmission of diphtheria virus by the saliva-
a plan which amounts to scrupulous cleanliness and dis-

infection of the humble instrument of the schoolboy’s
task-and, it may be added, that the like principles should
be applied to other articles and utensils which may be
used in turn by the pupils of a large school. Contagious
ophthalmia has been traced to the use of towels, ringworm
to that of brushes, and diphtheria might easily be conveyed
through a drinking-cup. Mr. Acland has signalised his term
of onise as Education Minister by a vigorous insistance upon
the maintenance of sanitation in elementary schools ; a
further step may well be the efficient supervision of all those
institutions by medical officers and the inculcation of rules of’
prophylaxis of infectious disease.

ADVERTISING BY DENTISTS.

MR. T. F. TRACEY, Ph.D., a dentist registered on the
ground of "being in practice before the passing of the Act,’’
has written to the Dzcndee Advertiser and other papers
making some extraoidinary statements. He first remarks that.
is impossible for the poorer and middle classes to obtain the
benefits of the dental profession except through those dentists
who advertise owing to "the ridiculous if not iniquitous
charges exacted by those who desire to suppress adver-

tising." This, of course, needs no serious refutation. He

then falls foul of the British Dental Association, of whom he
says : "Those presuming, or rather impertinent, individuals
have no constitution, because unauthorised either by the
General Medical Acts or the Dentists Act, and no reason 

’

can be imagined for the General Medical Council becoming
the creatures of those individuals except on the ground that

the Council, knowing that it has treated the Dentists Act

with impunity by misapplying the Dental funds, and their
failure to make the annual return to Parliament of the true
a.ccount of all sums of money by them received and paid
under this Act ’ in terms of Sections 32 and 33 of that Act.

and otherwise, they dreaded the consequences which these
presumptuous persons might entail on the members of the
Medical Council by legal proceedings or otherwise." The

British Dental Association requires no defence-the fact

that most of the better class of dental practitioners
are members, and the deterrent efEect exercised upon
quacks as a result of its prosecutions, afford sufficient
evidence of its influence for good. The statements con-

cerning the General Medical Council are absurd ; indeed,
the careful way in which all dental questions have been
considered by its members entitles them to the thanks of &pound;

the dental profession. The question of advertising is one

which for some time past has been, and is still being,
warmly debated, not as to whether it should be permitted
or not-on that point most reputable practitioners agree-
but as to the best methods of checking and stamping it.
out. Some are of opinion that all that is necessary is

time-that is to say, that those whose names are on the

register as being in practice before the passing of the

Act, and over whom the Colleges have no control, will in
course of time disappear. The Irish and Scotch Colleges
compel those obtaining their diplomas to subscribe an under-
taking not to advertise, and it is hoped that before long
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the Royal College of Surgeons of England will be empowered 1
to adopt the same course. Others, however, are in favonr 1
of immediate and more drastic measures through the
General Medical Council, and with this in view a petition I

signed by a large number of dentists was presented
to that body with the result that the Council resolved that
the issue of advertisements oE an objectionable character

may easily be carried so far as to constitute infamous con-
duct in a professional respect. This, while only an expres-
sion of opinion, and not binding the Council to any course
of action, may nevertheless be regarded as a warning.
That advertisers are alarmed is shown by the formation of
a " Society for:;the Protection of Advertisers." We hope, in
the interests of the public, as well as those of the dental

profession, that the General Medical Council will not lose
sight of the matter. 

-

THE publication in Vienna has commenced of a large work
on " Special Pathology and Therapeutics," under the editor-
ship of Professor Nothnagel, which is to take the place of
the well-known cyclopaedia, edited by Professor Ziemssen. It

is hoped that the work, which will consist of about twenty-
two volumes, will be completed in the course of two or three
years. Portions of various volumes have already been issued,
including the articles on "Animal Parasites," by Professors
Mosler and Peiper ; "Migraine," by Professor Mobius ;
"Diseases of the Pericardium," by Professor Schr6 bter. A

part of a highly elaborated monograph on "Poisons," by
Professor von Jakscb, which will form one of the volumes,
has also been published. -

THE outbreak of skin disease in workhouses, to which we
devote a leading article this week, is, we understand, in-
volving the official staffs in considerable strain. In one
workhouse infirmary, which we recently visited, there are
700 beds under the charge of three medical officers. If any
large percentage of these inmates should be sick what
chance would the medical officers have of making proper and
minute clinical investigation into the cases ? 2

ON Oct. 6th the London Temperance Hospital will com-
plete twenty-one years of consecutive work. In honour of

this "coming of age" the board of management have

arranged to hold a reception at the hospital on Monday,
Oct. 8th. Medical men can obtain cards of invitation by
applying to the secretary, Mr. E. Wilson Taylor, at the
hospital. 

-

THE School of Pharmacy of the Pharmaceutical Society
will be opened for the fifty-third session on Wednesday,
Oct. 3rd. The distribution of prizes to the successful

students of last session by the President, Mr. Michael

Carteighe, will take place on the same day.

THE Introductory Lecture at the Royal Veterinary College
will be delivered on Wednesday, Oct. 3rd, at 1 P.M., by
Professor McFadyean, M.B., D.So., F.R.S.Edin.

WE are informed by the curator that the specimens added
during the current year to the museum of St. Bartholomew’s
Hospital will be on view from Oct. lst to 13th.

THE adjourned special general meeting of the members of
the Medical Defence Union will take place at 20, Hanover-
square, London, W., on Wednesday, Oct. 3rd, at 4 P.M.

Pharmacology and Cherapeutics.
THE BRITISH PHARMACOPOEIA. !

THE number of British dependencies from which com-

munications have been received relating to the arrangements
in regard to the next issue of the British Pharmacopoeia has

been increased by further reports, which have been received
through the Colonial Office, from the Governor of Hong-
Kong, from the Board of Medical Officers appointed in

Ceylon to report upon the subject, and from the Governor of
South Australia, the latter including replies from the
Presidents of the South Australian Pharmacy Board, the
Medical Board of South Australia, and the South Australian
Branch of the British Medical Association. Through the
Privy Council Office a report has been received from the
India Office of a committee appointed in India to make

suggestions in connexion with the subject. In these
additional communications some new drugs and a few

foreign species of British medicinal plants are proposed ;
several new preparations are suggested ; the omission of what
are considered to be useless articles of the Materia Medica

and useless components of old preparations is recommended ;
and a large number of amendments of egisting formulm are
included, as well as a few adaptations of formulse suitable for
army and navy purposes. In all these latter amendments,
as in the former, local climatic conditions originate a desire
for harder ointments and for non-drying extracts. Climate,
however, varies so much in the different British posses-
sions that some general permission to vary the propor-
tions of hardening and softening components may have to
be received instead of several slightly varying formulas or
any one average formula. We are informed that further

replies are under consideration by other Government depart-
ments prior to transmission to the General Medical Council.

THE USES OF NITRATE OF SILVER : NITRATE OF SILVER
IN PHTHISIS.

Since the introduction of bromides the internal employ-
ment of nitrate of silver has been so much discarded that it
is somewhat surprising to find it once more recommended in
a chronic disease like phthisis, in which, if used at all, it
would probably require to be administered for a length of
time. The reasons for nitrate of silver, as an internal remedy,
having dropped out of fashion are so well known that it is

unnecessary to dwell upon them, and we strongly suspect that
an increased experience of this dug in phthisis will emphasise
the desirability of trusting chiefly to its external actions.
But Dr. Crocq of Brussels, who confesses that he has but
little belief in the microbic origin of diseases, and who there-
fore naturally looks upon a great many of the more recent
methods of treating phthisis by inhalations and subcutaneous
injections of creasote or other antiseptics, as altogether
wrong in principle (he says, sometimes even injurious in
their results) has reported 1 to the Belgian Academy of
Medicine, the result of many years’ experience in treating
phthisis by nitrate of silver internally. He has convinced
himself that it is the drug which has the most real effect on
the disease. It acts, according to him, on the digestive
tract, increasing the appetite and causing the food to
be more readily digested. lt also acts on the respi-
ratory apparatus, diminishing the cough, the expectora-
tion, the feeling of oppression, and the sweats. He main-
tains that the immediate effect of nitrate of silver is to cause
contraction of the small vessels, thus diminishing the supply
of blood to the tissues, and hence it is useful in epilepsy,
chronic cerebral congestion, and various forms of chronic

myelitis. It is suggested it acts on the bronchi and lungs
in the same manner. It can be suitably combined with
opiates, henbare, bitters, and other drugs. The dose is
from one-seventh to one-third of a grain during the twenty-
four hours. This drug was many years ago proposed as a
treatment for phthisis, both pulmonary and laryngeal, but

, did not meet with much acceptance at the hands of the pro-
fession. Dr. Crocq’s paper is accompanied by a report of

’ 

twenty-one cases of tuberculosis in which nitrate of silver

appears to have acted very beneficially.

BIBORATE OF SODA 1--N- EPILEPSY.

A recent number of the -zYe?trologise7tes Centralblatt gives
an abstract of a second paper on this subject by Dr. Pastena.
He regards borax as by no means a radical drug in regard to
epilepsy,but as certainly effective in reducing the number of
the attacks and also their severity, as well as in modifying the

: psychical disturbance which accompanies them. It has no

1 See Le Scalpel, 19 Ao&ucirc;t, 1894.


